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Client situation
Our client approached us with a new 
therapy requiring a submission to 
the Scottish Medicines Consortium 
(SMC). The client had a provisional 
price range for the therapy but no 
agreement on actual price.

Therapy background
Chemotherapy-induced nausea 
and vomiting (CINV) is a common 
side-effect of chemotherapy and 
may result in treatment delays or 
discontinuation of therapy. Our 
client’s therapy belonged to a new 
class of anti-emetics, delivered in a 
single IV dose; it was associated with 
increased effi cacy compared with 
a single dose of commonly-used 
existing therapies and an improved 
side-effects profi le.

Abacus solution
A pharmacoeconomic model 
was developed to compare the 
incremental cost effectiveness of 
our client’s therapy versus standard 
current therapy used in the treatment 
of CINV. In the absence of published 
data, Abacus commissioned an 
online survey of 50 clinicians to 
obtain estimates of resource use 

associated with the management of 
CINV. Once populated with data, 
the pharmacoeconomic model was 
used to run sensitivity analyses to 
determine the impact of different 
prices on the cost-effectiveness of 
our client’s product.

With the price set, Abacus completed 
a full submission to the SMC.
Following a positive recommendation, 
the pharmacoeconomic model was 
adapted to a user-friendly Windows® 
model by our team of IT specialists. 
This model was used to communicate 
the argument for our client’s product 
to local payers; the dynamically-linked
business case providing estimates 
of cost and outcome tailored to 
their population. This model was so 
successful, that three years later our 
client is still requesting updates to the 
model.

Business benefi ts
Having based the price of their 
product on the outputs of a
pharmacoeconomic model, our client 
was able to demonstrate the cost 
effectiveness of their therapy versus 
standard current therapy and gain a 
positive SMC recommendation.
Adaptation of the model for use 

by their fi eld force meant that the 
argument for their product could then 
be used with local payers to facilitate 
uptake of their therapy.

Outputs 
 Pharmacoeconomic model
 Sensitivity analyses to inform the 
pricing decision
 SMC submission
 Sales tool
 Business case

Interested in HE modelling 
from Abacus International 
and want to know more?

Contact Juliet Warner on +44 
(0)1869 357220 or visit our 
website: www.abacusint.com
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